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hyacinth flower/' shedding grace about his head and
shoulders.

" Then to the shore of the sea went Odysseus apart,
and sat down, glowing in beauty and grace; and the prin-
cess marvelled at him, and spake among her fair-tressed
maidens, saying:

"'Listen, my white-armed maidens, and I will say
somewhat. Not without the will of all the gods who hold
Olympus hath this man come among the godlike Phaea-
cians. Erewhile he seemed to me uncomely, but now he
is like the gods that keep the wide heaven. Would that
such an one might be called my husband, dwelling here,
and that it might please him here to abide! But come,
my maidens, give the stranger meat and drink.' "

Food is set before the famishing Odysseus, and, after
his hunger is appeased, Nausicaa prepares for the home
ward return. She addresses the hero, and gives him full
directions how to reach her father's palace; part of the
way he may accompany her, but not when they approach
a populous part of the city; for she dreads the unfriendly
comments of loungers and passers-by.

"And some one of the baser sort might meet me and
say: 'Who is this that goes with Nausicaa, this tall
and goodly stranger? Where found she him? Her hus-
band he will be, her very own. Either she has taken in
some shipwrecked wanderer of strange men, for no men
dwell near us; or some god has come in answer to her
instant prayer; from heaven has he descended, and will
have her to wife for evermore. Better so, if herself she
has ranged abroad and found a lord from a strange land;
for verily she holds in no regard the Phaeacians here in
this country, the many men and noble who are her wooers.'
So will they speak, and this would turn to my reproach.
Yea, and I myself would think it blame of another maiden